
President’s Message
Hello PCCFA members and friends,
From the newsle�er team and I, belated gree�ngs to our members and supplier! It’s hard to excuse an August
newsletter arriving in October, but we appreciate your patience. Our team of volunteers has put an
enormous amount of energy into the new website that we will soon unveil, and as a result, we are
behind in the newsletters production. We believe that our work with webCemeteries will justify this

delay in the long term.

Because we are behind in the production of the newsletter, it is fortuitous in that
we can promote the upcoming conference in Gettysburg. In-person conferences
are back! Woo hoo! Please join us so that you can network with your peers or
reacquaint yourself with old friends at our Sunday night reception and dinner.
Monday morning will be filled with the speakers listed inside this newsletter. If
you haven’t been to Gettysburg since elementary school in a yellow school bus,
we encourage you to attend the conference where we will have a Monday
afternoon private, guided tour of the battlefield.

Also, we are happy to note cemetery preservation efforts around the state. We
think you will find that a lot is going on around the state relative to preservation.
It is great to share such valuable information.

Another change is coming as your board has approved that the KeyNews will
become a hybrid publication. Two of our four issues will be printed and mailed. As we analyzed our
membership, ten percent have no e-mail on file with us, so every e-mailed newsletter or Constant
Contact blast miss those members.

In closing, it is my pleasure to announce the 2023 MidAtlantic States Cemetery and Funeral
Conference has been scheduled for November 8-10, 2023 at the Hard Rock Hotel in Atlantic City. Be
sure to pencil this one on your calendar.

Don’t get spooked this Halloween. Sign-up for the PCCFA Fall Conference!

All the best,

President

Current News and Comments from the Pennsylvania Cemetery, Cremation and Funeral Association /
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Class of 2023

GEOFF BEHRENS
Alto Reste Park

109 Alto Reste Park
Altoona, PA 16601

(O)814-944-0879 (C)814-502-3331
(F)814-944-8922 (Kendra)
geoff@alto-reste.com

ERNEST L. PETERSEN, III
Sandyvale Memorial Garden

314 Fayette St.
Johnstown, PA 15905

(C)814-243-3837 ((Barbara)
southsidestray@mac.com

PAUL SIMMS
Butler Cty Memorial Park & Maus

380 Evans City Road
Butler, PA 16001

(O)724-287-5559 (C)412-614-0736
(F)724-287-3238 (Mary)
paul.bcmp@yahoo.com

JOHN YEATMAN
Forest Lawn Cemetery
1530 Frankstown Road
Johnstown, PA 15901

(C)240-462-4195 (F)301-355-4268
(Angela)

johnlyeatman@gmail.com

Class of 2024

MARC BING-ZAREMBA
StoneMor Partners

360 Horizon Blvd, Suite 100
Trevose, PA 19053
(O)215-826-2813

mzare@stonemor.com

ERIC WOLVERTON
SCI-Dignity Memorial
352 South Gulph Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406
(O)484-754-2486 (C)303-929-3380

(F)866-786-1873 (Tanya)
eric.wolverton@dignitymemorial.com

GEORGE H. GOOD
Alto Reste Park

109 Alto Reste Park
Altoona, PA 16601

(O)814-944-0879 (C)814-330-2615
(F)814-944-8922 (Li)

george@alto-reste.com

SCOTT K. NULTY
SCI-Dignity Memorial

Forest Hills Cem/Shalom Mem Park
101 Byberry Road

Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006
(O)215-673-5800 (C)610-633-3614

(F)215-947-4149 (Libby)

PENNSYLVANIA CEMETERY CREMATION & FUNERAL ASSOCIATION

Officers
DAGNY NEEL-FITZPATRICK, President ERNEST PETERSEN, III,, 1st Vice President

OPEN, 2nd Vice President, PAUL SIMMS, Secretary, JOHN YEATMAN, Treasurer

Board of Directors- Three Year Terms
scott.nulty@dignitymemorial.com

Class of 2025
JUDE ABRAHAM
CMS East LLC
400 Agnew RD

Jeannette PA 15644
C (412) 352-2227 (Kelly)
jabraham@cmseast.com

DAGNY NEEL FITZPATRICK
Jefferson Memorial Cem/FH/Crem

401 Curry Hollow Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

(O)412-655-4500 (C)412-370-7126
(F)412-655-7758 (Ryan)

dagny@jeffersonmemorial.biz

DAVID R. MORRISON
Quaker Cemeteries

1850 William Penn Way, Suite 103
Lancaster, PA 17601

(O)717-560-1500 (C)717-682-2873
(F)717-560-5115 (Marilyn)
dmorrison3091@aol.com

GUY N. SAXTON
Northampton Memorial Shrine

3051 Green Pond Road
Easton, PA 18045

(O)610-253-2000 (C)484-431-1433
(F)610-253-5517 (Stephanie)

guysax@verizon.net

NANCY GOLDENBERG
West Laurel Hill Cemetery & FH

Laurel Hill Cemetery
215 Belmont Avenue

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
(O)610-668-1835 (C) 215-813-5074
NGoldenberg@westlaurelhill.com

Past President

Representatives
Immediate Past President 2 Year
Term DAVID J MICHENER

Allegheny/Homewood Cems
4734 Butler Street

Pittsburgh, PA 15201
(O)412-682-1624 (C)412-480-5418

(F)412-622-0655 (Kristin)
dmichener@alleghenycemetery.com

Past Presidents 1 Year Term
FRANK GRABOWSKI
Schuylkill Memorial Park

75 Memorial Drive
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

(O)570-385-2647 (C)570-573-3247
(F)570-385-1580 (Janet)

frank@schuylkillmemorialpark.com

CRAIG S. SCHWALM
Letum Inc.

2650 N. 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

(O)717-234-6940 (C)717-576-2829
(F)717-234-6943 (Deanna)
cschwalm@letuminc.com

GARY BUSS
Arlington Cemetery/Toppitzer FH

2900 State Road
Drexel Hill, PA 19026
(O)610-259-5800
(F)610-259-9284

gary@arlingtoncemetery.us
GUY N. SAXTON
Previously listed

HARRY C. NEEL
Jefferson Memorial Cem/FH/Crem

401 Curry Hollow Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

(O)412-655-4500 (C)412-720-6100
(F)412-655-7758 (Marianne)

hcneel@verizon.net
JACK SOMMERS

Prospect Hill Cemetery
700 N. George Street

York, PA 17404
(O)717-843-8006 (C)717-891-1279

(F)717-852-0121 (Linda)
Jack@prospecthill.org

GREGG STROM
1426 Deer Run Road
Ottsville, PA 18942

(C)215-688-6216 (Carol)
greggstrom1426@gmail.com

Real Estate Commissioner
EDWARD SEEBECK

Warren County Memorial Park
20050 Route 6

Warren, PA 16365
(O)814-723-1540 (C)814-688-0215

(F)814-406-7310 (Ruth)
elseebeck@gmail.com

Supplier Representative
Currently Open

Lobbyist
MORGAN PLANT

Morgan Plant & Associates
322 S. West Street
Carlisle, PA 17013

(O)717-245-0902 (C)717-386-1012
morganplant@mac.com
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Committees, Assignments
Conferences & Conven�ons

Spring 2023: Open
Mid Atlan�c 2023 Dagny NeelFitzpatrick and

Ernie Petersen

Consumer Service Commi�ee Harry Neel

Ethics & Inquiry Commi�ee Harry Neel

Execu�ve Commi�ee
President, 1st VP, 2nd VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past
President

Finance & Audit Commi�ee John Yeatman

Funeral Director Affairs Commi�ee Sco� Nulty

Keynews Editor: Dagny Neel Fitzpatrick
Co-Editor Ernie Petersen

Legal Defense Fund: Ernie Petersen

Legisla�ve Commi�ee: Guy Saxton

Membership: Craig Schwalm

Nomina�ng/Polling Commi�ee David Michener with all
Past Presidents

Poli�cal Ac�on Commi�ee Ernie Petersen

PCCFA Website-www.PCCFA.com Ernie Petersen and Brooke
Neel

Benefits of Membership
By Craig Schwalm
- The eKeynews, a four times a year publication, delivered by e-mail.

- Two conferences a year with continuing education credits for funeral directors at
PA locations. (Every other year, our fall conference is held in Atlantic City with four
other states and there the education program provides credits and certifications.

- Access to the member only PCCFA Facebook page now with periodic updates
about industry issues such as the pandemic.

- Constant Contact available for for rapid communications. Suppliers take note!

- Access to our supplier members network

- The PCCFA complaint hotline helping us help cemeteries with consumer issues.

- An annual legislative reception, to make sure your representatives know they can
come to us for assistance with pending legislation and constituent issues.

- A lobbyist looking out for our best interests in Harrisburg.

- Access to other cemeterians to network and brainstorm amid the changing and
evolving death care industry. Green burials, spotted lantern fly, etc.



excellent content and progressive approaches to
many of the issues facing cemeteries and their
workers today. The conference was sponsored by
Arch Street Mee�ng House Preserva�on Trust,
Historic Eden Cemetery, Laurel Hill Cemetery and
West Laurel Hill Cemetery and Funeral Home, Morris
Arboretum of the University of Pennsylvania, and
The Woodlands. You can find their en�re conference
on YouTube:
Day 1: h�ps://youtu.be/hBCuZp7rG_4
Day 2: h�ps://youtu.be/N2QmxTKEe3E

In recent preserva�on news is the ac�vity of
Preserva�on Pennsylvania. Preserva�on
Pennsylvania is a private organiza�on that solicits
funds to preserve and protect Pennsylvania places.
Preserva�on Pennsylvania, in collabora�on with
Pennsylvania Hallowed Grounds, is pleased to
announce their pilot project, the Pennsylvania
African American Cemetery Stewards Network, has
been selected to receive grant funding from the
African American Cultural Heritage Ac�on Fund, a
program of the Na�onal Trust for Historic
Preserva�on. The program will offer cemetery
stewards site-specific preserva�on plans, financial
advice, and direct support for site conserva�on and
planning for future work.

Con�nued on Page 6
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In 2018 during the term of President Frank
Grabowski, a concerted effort was begun to address
inquiries for assistance in the preserva�on of
abandoned and neglected cemeteries and increase
the sustainability of cemeteries challenged by forces
not under their control. Cemetery administrators
who manage their cemeteries like a park, rather than
the tough business it is, simply will not survive.” says
Andrew Conroy President of Spring Grove Cemetery
and Arboretum in the Forward of A Cemetery Should
be Forever by John F. Llewellyn. Llewellyn says in the
book, “Cemeteries just don’t go away when they fail.
. . They become eyesores, nuisances, or financial
burdens to their communi�es.”

As we tell those that inquire to us for assistance, we
can offer our professional exper�se and access to
other resources, but there is no magic bullet to give
them and there is no calvary riding to the rescue. It
is the community that is threatened by an eyesore,
nuisance or financial burden that needs to act. The
story of Sandyvale Memorial Gardens and
Conservancy in Johnstown is a model that some may
wish to embrace. For them, a wine dinner and wine
fes�val has served to provide funds needed to
stabilize a cemetery abandoned in the 1950’s. Others
may like the one-night affairs at West Laurel Hill in
Gravediggers’ Ball (Philadelphia) or Mount Bethel
Cemetery’s Fete Noir (Columbia). Music, food, and
dancing helps loosen the dona�ons! The last two are
“friends” group led ac�vi�es where a nonprofit 501
c(3) exists to receive dona�ons and these funds are
passed at some �me for the opera�on of the
cemetery as a 501c(13) en�ty.

In the October 3, 2022 ar�cle, Perpetual Care
Planned for Cemetery Where Thaddeus Stevens
Rests, published in LancasterOnline, Jack Brubaker,
the Scribbler Columnist, tells of efforts by Ross
Hetrick, President of the Thaddeus Stevens Society,
to establish an owner and an endowment fund for
the Shreiner-Concord Cemetery. According to the
ar�cle, the Shreiner family abandoned the cemetery
mid-20th century leaving it ownerless. Currently, its
maintenance is being addressed by volunteers of the
Shreiner-Concord Cemetery Founda�on and the City
of Lancaster. They have engaged Saxton and Stump
to assist them in this process. Many of you will
recognize the firm Saxton and Stump as Jason
Benion, Esq. Is a frequent contributor to this
newsle�er.

In the fall of 2021, the conference New Life for Old
Cemeteries: Connec�ng Communi�es and Open
Space took place virtually and provided some

Cemetery Preservation
Update

You know care.
We know how to care for your funds.

Contact Tim Walters

TWalters@AmeriServ.com
814-533-5160 or 1-800-837-2265, ext. 5160

 Investments are:  Not FDIC insured, Not Bank Guaranteed, May Lose Value, Not a Bank Deposit, Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency.

To learn more about our ideas to increase your perpetual care funds

 or start a merchandise trust,



eKeyNews

Fall Conference 2022 at the
Gettysburg Hotel

Co-chairs Harry Neel and Gary Buss want you to join
with your associa�on as they meet in Ge�ysburg this
November.

Accommoda�on registra�on is now open and we
encourage you to go to: h�p://pccfa.com/
event_details.php?id=8 to get the registra�on form.

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13TH, 2022

12:00 p.m. Past Presidents’
Mee�ng

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. PCCFA Board of
Directors’ Mee�ng

5:30-6:30 p.m. Welcome Recep�on
(Open Bar)

Sponsored by Ameriserv Trust and
Roosevelt Investments

6:30 p.m. Banquet, President
Welcome, prayer

8:00 to 8:20 p.m. Speaker: TBA

MONDAY NOVEMBER 14TH, 2022

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. Breakfast * Sponsored
by Coldsprings & Granite Bronze

8:35 a.m. – 8:40 a.m. Welcome and
Introduc�ons, Pledge of Allegiance

8:40 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Dagny Neel-
Fitzpatrick

EVENTS: The GOOD,
the Bad and the UGLY
What happens when social
media a�acks you for doing a
good thing.

9:30:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Kim Caughey Forrest -
Bokeh Capital Partners, LLC on
Investments – Your Captain
through the Storm: Wild
markets determine the value
of professional money
management

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Stretch and Coffee
Break Sponsored by Batesville
Casket Co.

10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Jason Benion, Esquire –
“Don’t do what they
did. Lawsuits you
don’t want to happen
to you”

11:30 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. Ross Hetrick, President
of the Thaddeus Stevens Society

The Historical Significance of Thaddeus Stevens
during the Civil War & Reconstruc�on.

The History of his Burial Cemetery and the efforts
to preserve it.

11:50 Remarks

12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch
* Sponsored by Ma�hews Interna�onal

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. A�ernoon private tour of
the Ge�ysburg Ba�lefield

* Sponsored By Thacker Caskets, Inc.

4:00 p.m. Conference Concluded.
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Barry Rudel, Chief Execu�ve of the Jewish Cemetery
Burial Associa�on of Greater Pi�sburgh send us a
link to their wonderful project taking you on a video
tour of the cemeteries under the care of their
associa�on. Combined with the records located at
the Heinz History Center this makes an integrated
tribute to the Jewish legacy and heritage in western
Pennsylvania. See for yourself (copy and paste into
your browser.) h�p://vimeo.com/showcase/jcba.

The Ankeny Square Cemetery, Somerset, PA came
under new care late last year. As reported in an
ar�cle, “How this historic Somerset cemetery came
to be under new care a�er more than 130 years” by
by Dylan Johnson, for the Somerset Daily American.
The Community Founda�on of the Alleghenies is
providing stewardship for the cemetery. Somerset
County Director for the Founda�on, Lladel Lichty has
been ac�vely involved in this project and several
other cemeteries in Somerset County. While there
may be other examples, this is the first �me we have
heard that a community founda�on has commi�ed
to provide both financial and custody. The concern
the previous associa�on has is one that we at PCCFA
hear a lot was their concern of an aging board,

It is reported in the ar�cle that the transfer was a
long process that required approvals from local
courts and the Pennsylvania Office of A�orney
General. Now, founda�on members will handle all of
the funding and upkeep of the borough's oldest
cemetery.

Finally, we have seen the press release from Saving
Our Ancestors Legacy (SOAL). SOAL will be
partnering with Messiah University and Harrisburg
University to use photogrammetry to create a 3D
story map of Harrisburg’s oldest, extant, historically
Black Cemetery: Lincoln Cemetery. By combining
the use of drones to take many pictures of each
gravestone in Lincoln Cemetery, historic aerial
photographs, GIS data, the historic hand-drawn
cemetery maps, SOAL Restora�on Weekend photos,
transcribed gravestone text, and maybe even Lincoln
Cemetery genealogical research, we will be well on
our way to se�ng the groundwork for using a new
technology to preserve a Black Cemetery!

The issues of preserva�on and avoiding cemetery
abandonment is of central importance to the PA
cemetery industry. Expect more to come on these
and other programs helping communi�es,
associa�ons and owners preserve their local
cemeteries.

Cemetery Preservation
Update

Conʼt from Page 4



Keynote Speaker
Your Captain through the Storm: Wild markets
determine the value of professional money
management”. By Kim D. Forrest will give the
group my thoughts on what elements of
money management should be evaluated –
in calm times and during times like now. We
will touch on a variety of subjects including
passive vs active management. The
discussion can be applied to institutional
managers as well as for personal investing.
I am going to focus on a framework to
decide if its worth it or not to hire a money
manager.

Kimberly Forrest, Chief Investment Officer,
Bokeh Capital located in Pittsburgh, PA Kim
is a regular commentator on MSNBC, Fox
Business, Yahoo Finance and other
business and economy news outlets.
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No, Trump Canʼt Take a Tax
Break for Where His Wife Is
Buried

Excerpts from an ar�cle wri�en by Luke Lucas, CPA,
as appeared in Bloomberg Law and Bloomberg Tax,
published by The Bureau of Na�onal Affairs, Inc.

When former President Donald Trump’s ex-wife,
Ivana Trump, was buried at Trump Na�onal Golf Club
Bedminster, theories surfaced that the grave’s
loca�on could result in tax exemp�ons. Berkowitz
Pollack Brant’s Luke Lucas shares why the golf club
doesn’t qualify as a cemetery company and thus is
not eligible for those tax breaks.
Theories quickly spread across social media and
news outlets that the loca�on of Ivana Trump’s grave
could result in tax exemp�ons from real property,
income, sales and use, business, and inheritance
taxes for the en�ty. While there might appear to be
substan�a�on to the claims of massive tax benefits
at face value by reading NJ Publica�on ANJ-22, a
deeper analysis based on New Jersey statute and
public informa�on reveals that as of right now,
Trump Na�onal Golf Club Bedminster does not
qualify and is not provided the tax benefits of being
a cemetery company.
Generally, to qualify for any industry-specific benefit
in the state and local tax realm, most or all of a
business’s ac�vi�es need to be related to that
industry to obtain the benefit. Although the Trump
Na�onal Golf Club Bedminster does now have a
gravesite located on the property, it is s�ll a golf club
and not a cemetery company.
Further, to be classified as a cemetery company, a
business must be organized as a nonprofit
corpora�on to operate a cemetery or be a for-profit
business that provides management services for a
cemetery. It also must obtain a cer�ficate of
authority from the New Jersey Cemetery Board.
While the decision by members of the Trump family
to be laid to rest at Trump Na�onal Golf Club
Bedminster may be puzzling to those of us on the
outside, the research shows there is no loophole
being taken advantage of at the �me of this wri�ng.
The land that it sits on is not dedicated for cemetery
use, and there is no official record of the business
having a cer�ficate to operate as a cemetery
company —not yet, at least. Therefore, Trump
Na�onal Golf Club Bedminster is subject to tax
without preferen�al treatment like other golf clubs
in New Jersey.

Spring Conference 2023

June 7-9, 2023

Location to be
determined!

You donʼt want
to miss this one!



said the “hugely complex” policing opera�on is the
biggest in the London force’s history.
— 22: Miles (36 kilometers) of barriers erected in
central London alone to control crowds and keep
key areas around the Houses of Parliament,
Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace secure.
— 1 million: The number of people London
transport authori�es expect to visit the capital on
Monday. Around 250 extra rail services will run to
move people in and out of the city.
— 5: Miles (8 kilometers) of people lining up to file
past the queen’s coffin in Westminster Hall. The
number of people who viewed the coffin over four
days is not yet known.
— 125: Movie theaters that will open their doors
to broadcast Monday’s funeral live.
— 2,868: Diamonds, along with 17 sapphires, 11
emeralds, 269 pearls, and 4 rubies, sparkle in the
Imperial State Crown that rested on the queen’s
coffin as it lay in state.
— 2: Minutes of silence at the end of the funeral at
Westminster Abbey.
— 1: Coffin. The silent eye in the days-long storm of
pomp, pageantry and protec�on is a single, flag-
draped oak coffin carrying the only monarch most
Britons have ever known.
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Queen Elizabethʼs Funeral
Here are some figures that have swirled around
London and the rest of the United Kingdom in the
a�ermath of death on Sept. 8 at her summer retreat
in Scotland of the only monarch most Britons have
ever known.
___
— 2,000: Dignitaries and guests in Westminster
Abbey for the state funeral, ranging from King
Charles III and other royals to world leaders.
— 800: Guests at a commi�al service later in the day
at St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle.
— 5,949: Military personnel deployed throughout
the me�culously choreographed opera�on that
began with the queen’s death on Sept. 8. That
number comprises 4,416 from the army, 847 from
the navy and 686 from the air force. In addi�on,
around 175 armed forces personnel from
Commonwealth na�ons have been involved.
— 1,650: At least that number of military personnel
will be involved in the pomp-filled procession of the
queen’s coffin fromWestminster Abbey to
Wellington Arch a�er her funeral. A further 1,000
will line the streets along the procession route
When the coffin reaches Windsor, 410 military
personnel will take part in the procession, 480 will
line streets, 150 will be in a guard of honor and line
steps and 130 more will fulfill other ceremonial
du�es.
— 142: Royal Navy ra�ngs who will pull the state
gun carriage carrying the queen’s coffin on Monday
when it leaves the Houses of Parliament for her
funeral.
— More than 10,000: Police officers. Metropolitan
Police Deputy Assistant Commissioner Stuart Cundy

PAC and Legal Defense Funds
Who works with our state representatives to
protect your business, consumer grievances
and protects us from overly burdensome laws?
PCCFA does! Support our efforts with your
personal donation to the PCCFA PAC Fund.
For more information: Ernie Petersen at (814)
243-3837 or e-mail southsidestray@mac.com

If you want to support PCCFA, with a business
contribution, consider donating to the Legal
Defense Fund.
For more information: Ernie Petersen at (184)
243-3837 or e-mail
pccfa.exec.team@gmail.com

Advertise in the eKeyNews

Do you want to reach the decision-makers?
An ad in eKeyNews gives you that opportunity!

For more information:
Call eKeyNews Editor Dagny Neel-Fitzpatrick
(412) 655-4500 or e-mail
dagny@jeffersonmemorial.biz

Join us at Atlantic City
November 2023
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